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aside your directions in so important a particular, to which we should have
paid the utmost deference and most ready obedience, had the Company's
commercial concerns alone been in question; but as the treaty with the Nabob
and our influence at the Durbar by the late revolution were circumstances of
the highest consequence, and which Your Honors were not acquainted with
when the Hardmck left England, we thought it our duty to our employers
made it incumbent on us to give them the first place in our attention, and as
nothing would have weakened that influence more than the rotation ordered
in your commands of Hardwick, and by that means have rendered the
completion of the treaty itself precarious, we have ventured to alter your
appointment till we hear further from Your Honors or till a President is
appointed in die usual method, which we hope will meet your approbation.
5.    It is with the greatest concern we have heard of the loss of Fort St.
David.   The particulars of this affair you will be informed of more fully by
the President and Council of Fort St. George.
6.   As soon as we heard of this loss we gave directions to our subordinates
and the gomastahs employed at the aurungs to increase the ordinary sortments
of their respective investments that we might hi some measure make up for
the disappointment the loss of Fort St. David will probably occasion in the
investments from the Coast.
7.   We have not as yet been able to station the ships now in the river,
as the President and Council of Fort St. George have not informed us if they
shall want one in September to be filled up and finally dispatched for Europe
from their Presidency; should they be in no want of a ship for that purpose,
we shall dispatch the llchester fully laden from hence as early in the season
as it is prudent for her to leave the river.   We hope to be assisted in the
dispatch of another ship by the surplus pepper at Fort Malborough of which
we daily expect to receive advice from the Coast.
. 8. The Nabob of these provinces is now in Calcutta upon a visit to the
Governor. We are at present on the best of terms with him and have no
reason to complain of his want of punctuality hi the performance of his
agreement with us. The country enjoys a profound tranquillity and we have
not the least doubt but it will continue so, provided we are properly supplied
with troops from Europe conformable to our repeated instances; tuncaws are
given us for the remainder of the monies due to us by the treaty, and we are
allowed to collect in the revenues of Burdwan, Nudea and other places with-
out any intervention of the Government's officers till the ballance of what is
due to us is discharged in full.
9.   Since writing thus far Captn. Barton arrived from Madrass with two
letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George, by which we find
they have determined to dispatch the Grantham to Your Honors with the bales
they have on hand.   This makes it unnecessary for us to send up a ship in
September to the Coast.   We shall therefore load the llchester fully from
hence and dispatch her as early in the season as possible.
10.   We have the pleasure likewise to learn by the letters from Fort St.
George that there will be near 700 tons of surplus pepper this season at Ben-
coolen which will assist us in returning two of the Coast and Bay ships in case
f^e have more tonnage this season than our investment requires.   The Nabob